
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
March 9, 2017 – 7:30 P.M. 

Walpole Town Hall – Main Meeting Room  

 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Gallivan, Mrs. Geosits, Mrs. Curtis, 

    Ms. Muccini, Mr. Breen, Mr. Buckley 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Lincoln D. Lynch III, Ed. D. 

     Assistant Superintendent Jean E. Kenney, Ed.D. 

     School Business Administrator Michael Friscia 

     Fisher School Principal Colleen Duggan 

     Boyden School Principal, Brendan Dearborn 

     School Nurse Leader Kathleen Garvin 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. by 

School Committee Chairperson Nancy Gallivan. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  (These documents are located in 

School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. Massachusetts General Law c. 71, Section 97 excerpt 

2. Revised Strategic Plan 

3. Massachusetts School Building Authority Statement of Interests 

4. Full Day Kindergarten Task Force Presentation to Finance Committee 

5. School Nurses Office materials provided to Finance Committee 

6. Special Education documents provided to Finance Committee 

7. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

8. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

The Meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

Student Representative to the School Committee, Claire Sullivan, reported on academic, school spirit, 

athletic and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School. 

RECOGNITIONS: 

 

1. Johnson Middle School/Alison O’Hara:  Senior Citizen Human Interest Stories - Johnson 

Middle School students and teacher Alison O’Hara were present to highlight their Senior Citizen 

Human Interest writing project.  Mrs. O’Hara realized the benefit of the students learning the 

fascinating life stories of Walpole’s senior citizens. Working with Walpole’s Council on Aging board 

member Richard McCarthy and Director Kerri McManama, students were paired with seniors. Johnson 

Middle School Media Specialist, Susan Stewart-Racicot, worked alongside Mrs. O’Hara to teach 

students research skills so that all stories include historical facts in addition to the “human” element. 

This project served as means of bridging a generation gap. It brought history to life for the seventh 

graders and gave senior citizens the opportunity to share important life experiences. 

Approximately 75 human interest stories were written.  Five of the senior citizens attended the 

School Committee Meeting and the stories written on these individuals were read.   
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All essays will be placed in binders and available at the Senior Center, Johnson Middle School 

and the Central office. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Kathi Garvin, School Nurse Leader re: SBIRT Screening - Massachusetts General Laws 

Chapter 71, Section 97, requires public school districts to conduct “screening, brief intervention, and 

referral to treatment (SBIRT) as a public health approach to the delivery of early intervention and 

treatment services for students at risk of substance abuse”.  Walpole school nurses will be using a 

screening tool for students in the middle and high school with respect to alcohol and drug use. The 

purpose is for early intervention in cases of substance misuse. 

A parent informational meeting will be held with parents on March 15 and screening of 

students will commence on March 22 and continue through April 4, 2017. 

2. Strategic Plan Goals 1, 3 and 5 Action Steps - Update - Chairpersons for the Strategic Plan 

presented on the newly developed Strategic Plan 2017-2018 Action Steps for Goals 1, 3 and 5.  Goals 

2 and 4 will be presented at the next School Committee Meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. MSBA Statement of Interest - The School Committee voted favorably regarding the 

submission of Statement of Interests (SOI) with the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) 

for consideration in the grant cycle 2017-2018.  The following votes were taken: 

Motion: Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 9, 2017, prior to the 

closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its charter, by-

laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form for the 

Walpole High School located at 275 Common Street, Walpole, Massachusetts 

which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) 

for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority in the future. The scope of this project is to consider building a new High 

School on the current site of Bird Middle School.  Once the construction of the new 

High School is complete, we would remove the Bird Middle School building and 

complete the remaining site work.  All middle school students would be relocated 

to our current high school building which would become the new Walpole Middle 

School.  Johnson Middle School would be repurposed to meet the growing space 

needs of the Town Of Walpole.  The Bird Middle School and Johnson Middle 

School buildings were originally constructed in 1961 and 1966 and have changed 

very little from their original construction over 50 years ago.  The buildings are 

overcrowded, deficient and or obsolete when compared to modern code and 

guidelines.  A new building would provide the core educational spaces which are 

consistent with MSBA standards for new construction.  The Walpole Municipal 

Facilities Master Plan study conducted by CDR Maguire in 2013, addresses many 

of the deficiencies ranging from the educational program to the building 

infrastructure.  The consolidation of both middle school buildings would provide 

annual savings in addition to providing the middle school students with a 

significantly more modern facility and the increased space that is not available in 
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our current buildings and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by 

submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, 

the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority, or commits the Walpole School District to filing an 

application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.   

 

The Committee acknowledges receipt of complete copies of the SOI’s provided by 

the School Administration for projects at Walpole High School, Bird Middle 

School and Eleanor Johnson Middle School and had full knowledge that we were 

voting on the details, specifically we received Priorities 2, 5 and 7.    

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Ms. Muccini Vote: 5-1-0, in favor 

    Mr. Buckley opposed 

 

Motion: Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 9, 2017, prior to the 

closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its charter, by-

laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form for the 

Bird Middle School located at 625 Washington Street, East Walpole, 

Massachusetts, which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the 

priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future. The scope of this project is 

to consider building a new High School on the current site of Bird Middle School.  

Once the construction of the new High School is complete, we would remove the 

Bird Middle School building and complete the remaining site work.  All middle 

school students would be relocated to our current high school building which 

would become the new Walpole Middle School.  Johnson Middle School would be 

repurposed to meet the growing space needs of the Town Of Walpole.  The Bird 

Middle School and Johnson Middle School buildings were originally constructed in 

1961 and 1966 and have changed very little from their original construction over 

50 years ago.  The buildings are overcrowded, deficient and or obsolete when 

compared to modern code and guidelines.  A new building would provide the core 

educational spaces which are consistent with MSBA standards for new 

construction.  The Walpole Municipal Facilities Master Plan study conducted by 

CDR Maguire in 2013, addresses many of the deficiencies ranging from the 

educational program to the building infrastructure.  The consolidation of both 

middle school buildings would provide annual savings in addition to providing the 

middle school students with a significantly more modern facility and the increased 

space that is not available in our current buildings and hereby further specifically 

acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or 

the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding 

commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the 

Walpole School District to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority.   
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The Committee acknowledges receipt of complete copies of the SOI’s provided by 

the School Administration for projects at Walpole High School, Bird Middle 

School and Eleanor Johnson Middle School and had full knowledge that we were 

voting on the details, specifically we received Priorities 2, 5 and 7.    

Moved: Mrs. Curtis Second: Ms. Muccini Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 9, 2017, prior to the 

closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its charter, by-

laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form for the 

Johnson Middle School located at 111 Robbins Road, Walpole, Massachusetts, 

which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) 

for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority in the future. The scope of this project is to consider building a new High 

School on the current site of Bird Middle School.  Once the construction of the new 

High School is complete, we would remove the Bird Middle School building and 

complete the remaining site work.  All middle school students would be relocated 

to our current high school building which would become the new Walpole Middle 

School.  Johnson Middle School would be repurposed to meet the growing space 

needs of the Town Of Walpole.  The Bird Middle School and Johnson Middle 

School buildings were originally constructed in 1961 and 1966 and have changed 

very little from their original construction over 50 years ago.  The buildings are 

overcrowded, deficient and or obsolete when compared to modern code and 

guidelines.  A new building would provide the core educational spaces which are 

consistent with MSBA standards for new construction.  The Walpole Municipal 

Facilities Master Plan study conducted by CDR Maguire in 2013, addresses many 

of the deficiencies ranging from the educational program to the building 

infrastructure.  The consolidation of both middle school buildings would provide 

annual savings in addition to providing the middle school students with a 

significantly more modern facility and the increased space that is not available in 

our current buildings and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by 

submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, 

the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority, or commits the Walpole School District to filing an 

application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.   

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Ms. Muccini Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 

 

1. Budget Update - Dr. Lynch gave an update to the FY ’18 budget.   

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated March 3, 2017 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Curtis Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants as stated on the list submitted by 

the Superintendent dated March 3, 2017 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Curtis Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated March 3, 2017. 

Moved: Mrs. Curtis Second: Ms. Muccini Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the Regular School Committee Meeting Minutes for 

February 14, 2017. 

Moved: Mrs. Curtis Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 5-0-1, in favor 

    Mrs. Geosits abstained 

 

Motion: To approve the Executive Session School Committee Meeting Minutes for 

February 14, 2017. 

Moved: Mrs. Curtis Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 5-0-1, in favor 

    Mrs. Geosits abstained 

 

At 9:20 p.m. Mrs. Gallivan announced the School Committee would be entering into Executive 

Session for the purposes of discussing collective bargaining strategies.  The School Committee will not 

be returning to open session. 

 

Motion: To enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing collective 

bargaining strategies. 

Moved: Mrs. Curtis Second: Ms. Muccini   

Roll 

Call: 

Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Geosits: Yes; 

Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Mrs. Curtis:  Yes; Mr. Buckley:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 
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Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting will be Thursday, 

March 23, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Jennifer Geosits, Vice Chairman 


